
 
The purpose of this guide is to help you continue your worship throughout the week – slowly and carefully 
looking back on Sunday’s service and considering what was read, sung, prayed and preached more deeply 
– with an eye towards devotion and application. 
Call to Worship - 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 - Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever 
and ever. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. Yours, O LORD, is the 
greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in 
the earth is yours! Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and 
might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. And now we thank you, our God, and 
praise your glorious name!  
Everything belongs to God - what are some things we typically think of as “ours”? How is it actually good 
news that these things actually don’t ultimately belong to us? 
Song: All People That on Earth Do Dwell 
Because the LORD our God is good, his mercy is forever sure. 
His faithfulness at all times stood and shall from age to age endure. 
This verse of this classic hymn reminds us that God has always been faithful and always been faithful. How 
have you seen the faithfulness of God recently? What is an area where it is easy to question His 
faithfulness? 
Song: Behold Our God 
Who has given counsel to the Lord? Who can question any of His words? 
Who can teach the One Who knows all things? Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds? 
Part of God’s continual pursuit of us includes reminding us that He knows better than us. But in our Psalm 
today, we see the Psalmist questioning what God has done. How does this inform how we think about our 
own questions? 
Song: See the Destined Day Arise 
Holy Jesus, grant us grace in that sacrifice to place 
All our trust for life renewed, pardoned sin, and promised good. 
Grant us grace to sing Your praise round Your throne through endless days, 
Ever with the sons of light: “Blessing, honor, glory, might!” 
Jesus bought us forgiveness on the cross, but even more than that - life renewed and promised good. As a 
Christian, your life was saved and transformed on that “destined day.” 
Confession of Sin - Our Merciful Father, we thank you that you never allow us comfort when we are not 
walking with you.  When we refuse to confess our sins you give us an inward ache, as though our bones 
are wasting away, and we groan with a silent roar of guilt.  You keep your hand heavy upon us, and our 
energy evaporates as dried up by the heat of a summer night.  O Lord, the misery of unconfessed sin is a 
grace; it is a sign of being your child, and that we are loved.  Thank you, Father, for this gift of misery 
because of our sin.  But Father, thank you also for your gift of forgiveness, because when we confess our 
sins there is real forgiveness for real guilt, and the ache and the heaviness and the apathy disappear, and 
our hearts can sing: “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered!”  
Is there something that burdens you even though you have already confessed it? Be reminded that God’s 
forgiveness is ongoing. He doesn’t “reopen the book” on your sin.  
Assurance of God’s Forgiveness – Ephesians 1:7 - In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace... 
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God is rich, and He is not miserly with His riches. He loves pouring out His grace on His people. He’s not 
tired of you, Christian. He loves you.  
Confession of Faith - Psalm 23 - The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for 
his name's sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever. 
David Powlison said, “Jesus puts it this way, ‘It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom’ (Luke 
12:32). He delights to walk with you.” 
Song: Abide with Me 
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies; 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
This song confronts us with our mortality and is honest about it, but it also reminds us, just as Psalm 23 did, 
that the Lord will never leave us or forsake us.  
Sermon Passage: Psalm 73 

● How would you map out, or structure, this psalm? How does that help us to understand it? 
● How does this Psalm inform us regarding how we think about/speak about/talk to God about 

injustice in this world?  
● How does the advent of social media and other mass media “ramp up” the tension felt in Psalm 73? 
● Who have you found yourself to be jealous of? Why? 
● One of the chief philosophies of Jesus’ day was stoicism. How does Psalm 73, and the life of 

Jesus, counteract stoicism? How do you see Jesus living out this psalm?  
Song: Christ is Mine Forevermore 
Each lyric of this song states a problem and then resolves that problem in Christ (in similar fashion to Psalm 
73, actually!) In the midst of our sin and suffering, we are promised hope, peace and strength.  
Closing Prayer: Consider closing your time praying this prayer from Scotty Smith about bringing our grief 
and anger to God, based on Psalm 73:21-23 and written after a tumultuous event.  
Dear heavenly Father, as many times as I’ve read and prayed, taught and preached Psalm 73, I’m not sure 
I’ve ever related to Asaph’s anguish more than I do today. I am grieved and heading towards bitterness, 
feeling beastly and quite capable of thinking senseless, unhelpful thoughts. I pray for myself and others 
sitting in stories that make our heads spin and our hearts sink. 
Father of mercy and God of all comfort…Show us how to handle deep disappointment and hurt, as 
redemptively as possible. Show us the difference between appropriate anger and destructive rage. Show 
us how to pray down the gospel, lest we try to call down fire. Show us how to hope when we want to hurl 
something. Show us how to keep from importing old wounds into a new wound. Show us how to listen to 
you quietly, 100 times more than we launch our opinions. Show us how to grieve and lament, and not 
gossip and mock. Show us the difference between worldly sadness and godly sorrow. Show us what the 
gospel looks like in stories that seem to utterly contradict it. Show us how to be still, and know that you are 
God. 
Father, let us palpably feel the grasp of grace right now. You are guiding us in and through the valley of the 
shadow of death, and you will bring glory to yourself in the most heart wrecking of stories. Who do we 
have in heaven, or on earth, but you? Being with you is what we need more than anything else, in the 
coming hours and days, weeks and months.  So very Amen we pray, in Jesus’ merciful and mighty name. 
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