
 
The purpose of this guide is to help you continue your worship throughout the week – slowly and carefully 
looking back on Sunday’s service and considering what was read, sung, prayed and preached more deeply – 
with an eye towards devotion and application. 
Call to Worship - Psalm 27:1-4 - The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries 
and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though 
war arise against me, yet I will be confident. One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his 
temple. 
What are some ways fear has played a role in your life recently? Is fear sometimes more of a driving force than 
confidence in the Lord? 
Song: All Creatures of Our God and King 
Let all things their Creator bless and worship Him in humbleness 
This is a song that can help to humble us as we begin our worship. We are creatures, not the Creator. And we 
respond by worshipping in humility. What does this humbleness look like in gathered worship? 
Song: He Will Hold Me Fast 
When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path; For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast. 
Some of us come to worship feeling cold towards God. This song helps us to admit this and to be comforted that 
He is not cold towards us. He holds us fast.  
Song: Jesus Paid it All 
I hear the savior say, thy strength indeed is small 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, find in me thine all in all 
One of the beauties of Christianity is that we don’t have to pretend to be someone we’re not. Jesus knows. He 
knows our strength is small. Are there ways you are tempted to appear “strong” before your brothers and sisters 
in Christ? 
Confession of Sin - Lord, you said, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” Forgive us for all the times 
we followed our own desires rather than yours. Lord, you said, “You may ask for anything in my name.” Forgive 
us when we treat prayer as inconsequential to our problems or decisions. Lord, you said, “Do not let your hearts 
be troubled and do not be afraid.” Forgive us for lives that are too often consumed by worry and anxiety. Lord, 
you said, “If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out.” Forgive us, Father, because we have allowed our 
eyes to be instruments of sin and have made light of the wickedness they gaze upon. Lord, you said, “Let your 
light shine before men.” Forgive us, Father, that we have all too often been afraid to tell people about you for 
fear of what they might say to us or think about us. Lord, you said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
Forgive us, Lord, for not giving of ourselves as we ought and for not loving our Christian brothers and sisters as 
you have called us to. Lord, you have called us to live holy lives that reflect your character to a dying world. In 
failing to do this, we confess our sins to you.  Please forgive us for the sake of your Son, our Savior.  Amen. 
Are there any lines in this confession that speak especially to a sin you are dealing with? Confess it specifically to 
the Lord. 
Assurance of God’s Forgiveness – Romans 3:21-24 - But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
Our sermon passage today highlights that there are different cultures all united in Jesus. There are distinctions 
among people, and this is good. But there is no distinction when it comes to our need for Jesus.  
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Song: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 
God moves towards us, changes our hearts, changes our desires, and causes us to move towards Him. Jesus 
does not ask for our lives without giving His own life for ours.  
Elder Ordination: Take a minute and pray for our newest elders, Erik Michael and Jim Waldron. 
Sermon Passage: Acts 21:17-26 

● It seems like Jews and Gentiles had distinct customs, even though they were one church. How is this 
significant for us today? 

● Why do you think Paul went along with this? Is he waffling on whether or not circumcision was 
necessary to be part of God’s covenant people? What do you think Paul’s goal was? 

● The people had been informed that Paul taught “all the Jews who live among the Gentiles to turn away 
from Moses.” How is this distortion of the truth seen in our current era? In our discourse with one 
another? 

● Read Revelation 2 regarding food sacrificed to idols. What was it typically associated with? How does 
that help us understand this passage? 

Song: Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me 
With every breath I long to follow Jesus / For He has said that He will bring me home 
And day by day I know He will renew me / Until I stand with joy before the throne 
Give thanks that Jesus is faithful to continue to renew you until the great day when all of our tears, sin and 
suffering will be over. We end our service by looking forward to this glorious hope, knowing that He is with us not 
only then, but in the “here and now.” 
Closing Prayer: Consider closing your time by praying this prayer from Scotty Smith about relating to those 
different than us: 
Jesus, the more I travel the more I realize just how diverse the Body of Christ is. We see many things quite 
differently, sometimes to the point of critical attitudes and painful separation from one another. So I find great 
comfort in the last affirmation of this text morning. We will stand on the Day of Judgment, not in our “rightness” 
but in your righteousness. You will cause us to stand, and for this we will praise you eternally. The good work of 
the gospel will come to a perfect completion in each of us (Phil. 1:6). Hallelujah! 
But until then, it’s often complicated. I have a fresh appreciation of the challenges Paul faced in serving the 
multi-cultural, poly-perspective, socially complex, theologically diverse churches of Rome. The continuum of 
“weak faith” and “strong faith” has never seem broader to me, and the conflicts between “meat eaters” and 
“non-meat eaters” are increasing. 
Jesus, help us recognize the difference between disputable and indisputable matters. What is clear in the 
Scriptures, and what is not? The line often gets challenged, blurred or changed. I certainly realize your faithful 
servants will disagree about many issues until your second coming. But give us fresh humility to tremble at 
your Word, as the court and garden in which we will have these very important discussions. Help us steward 
our scruples with kindness and mutual respect. 
Jesus, give us wisdom and grace for relating to those who seem to relish the role of “vocational 
weaker-broker”—faultfinders, conspiracy-hunters, liberty-smashers and self-appointed prosecuting attorneys in 
the Body of Christ. Help me know how to love them. More often, I just want to avoid and run from them. 
And give us wisdom and courage for engaging friends who have turned Christian liberty into epicurean 
fantasies—“Eat, drink, and be merry, for we have a big gospel!” Having escaped legalism they now feel free to 
indulge, even over indulge in many things once considered taboo. I’m tempted to join them, Jesus, but show 
me… show all of us, what real gospel-freedom looks like. You are our loving Master, not our social masseur. 
Help us to do all things to your glory with your joy. So very Amen we pray, in your holy and healing name. 
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