
 
The purpose of this guide is to help you continue your worship throughout the week – slowly and carefully 
looking back on Sunday’s service and considering what was read, sung, prayed and preached more deeply 
– with an eye towards devotion and application. 
Call to Worship - Psalm 96:4-9 - Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 
gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens. Splendor and 
majesty are before Him; strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the 
peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength! Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; bring an 
offering, and come into His courts! Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; tremble before Him, all 
the earth!  
All week, the gods of this world have wooed us - on Sunday, we come to be reminded that God is better than 
all the other so-called gods. Which ones competed hardest for your affection this week? 
Song: O Worship the King  
While angels delight to worship above 
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend 
One of the lines of this song gives four descriptions of Jesus - He is our maker, defender, redeemer and 
friend. It’s easy to become too casual with Jesus, but it’s also possible to forget that, in addition to 
everything else, He is our friend. How does this comfort and encourage you with specific situations you face 
this week? 
Song: I’ll Not be Shaken 
Put not your hope in gain of riches; Seek not your rest in empty wealth.  
The rich are weak; the poor are mighty, Who turn to God alone for help. 
In our passage today, we see a clash between the god of Artemis (but really, money, among other things) 
and the true God. How has this clash played out in your life recently?  
Song: O Great God 
I was blinded by my sin / Had no ears to hear Your voice 
Did not know Your love within / Had no taste for heaven's joys 
Then Your Spirit gave me life / Opened up Your Word to me 
Through the gospel of Your Son / Gave me endless hope and peace 
We love to hear about celebrities that haven’t “forgotten where they came from.” This is so important for the 
Christian life as well. We don’t go back to our sin to beat ourselves up, but to freshly experience the 
forgiveness that God offers us. We were blind and deaf, but now we are being given life. Sundays together 
are part of God continuing to enliven us.  
Confession of Sin -  
“The cleansing, mind you, is not like the expunging of a guilty record before the judge. That’s already been 
accomplished. This cleansing is more like the scraping of barnacles off the hull of a ship so it can move 
freely again. We need confession of sin before God like a child needs to own up to her mistakes before Mom 
and Dad, not to earn God’s love, but to rest in it and know it more fully.” - Kevin DeYoung 
Assurance of God’s Forgiveness – Romans 5:1 - Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is kind of stunning to remember that we were actually God’s enemies. Remembering this emphasizes the 
peace that we now have. In most peace treaties, the more powerful party simply imposes conditions on its 
enemies. Our God, on the other hand, gives to us to bring about peace.  
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Response of Praise - The Doxology - 
In this song, we praise God, from whom all blessings flow. What are a few “everyday” blessings you 
experienced this past week? Thank God for these small encouragements to keep running the race.  
Song: How Sweet and Aweful is the Place (song of the month for February 2019) 
'Twas the same love that spread the feast that sweetly drew us in; 
Else we had still refused to taste, and perished in our sin. 
The picture of the Christian life as a feast is an important one, because Satan would have us believe that it is 
a life of the deprivation of the good. Are there ways where you are currently believing that lie? On the flip 
side, what are a few ways you have tasted the Lord’s goodness recently? 
Sermon Passage: Acts 19:21-41 

● How does this passage compare/contrast with the beginning part of Acts 19? 
● What are the areas of Ephesian culture that the Gospel threatened? 
● One commentator says of this passage - “Any Christianity worth its salt will be a challenge to the 

pocketbook, the flag and the shrine.” Thoughts? 
● What are some ways that the drive for wealth has harmed our culture? How have you seen this 

manifest in your own life?  
● Part of what drove this conflict was the Ephesians’ pride over their own city and culture. What are 

some ways that prideful nationalism has harmed our culture?  
● Think of different countries, economic systems and governments (including ours). How is the 

Gospel a threat to each of them?  
● How does the crowd in this passage remind you of other mobs in the Bible? In what ways do we see 

Paul “re-living” the ministry of Jesus? 
Song: All Glory Be to Christ 
Let living water satisfy the thirsty without price 
We'll take a cup of kindness yet, all glory be to Christ! 
In our worship service, we’ve been offered the living water instead of the salt water we are so often tempted 
to drink. As you head into your day/week, consider that your God intends to sustain you and satisfy you this 
week as you walk with Him.  
Closing Prayer: Consider closing your time by praying this prayer from Scotty Smith about money, one of 
our favorite things that the Gospel threatens.  
Dear heavenly Father, throughout your Word, you have things to say to us about greed—strong cautions 
about our heart’s relentless hunger, quest, and demand to have a little more. But today, Jesus’ warning 
about “all kinds” of greed has broadened this admonition, and I find myself both convicted of sin and 
wooed to a deeper relationship with Jesus. 
Like anyone, I can be greedy for money and the things money can buy. Though it’s easy for me to 
downplay my cash greed by comparing myself to others, seemingly much more preoccupied with getting 
rich than I am, nonetheless, Father, your warning about the love of money being a root of all kinds of evil is 
real to me. 
But I am also aware of being greedy for other “currencies” too. When Jesus “isn’t enough” for me, I get 
greedy for control over my space, schedule, and interruptions; I get greedy for people to notice me and 
appreciate me; I get greedy for being included in special circles of cool and important people; I get greedy 
for being thought of as smart and spiritual; I get greedy for people not to be needy or have unrealistic 
expectations of me. Ouch, I’m going to stop there, Father, though I could add to my “all kinds of greed” list. 
I repent, Father, and collapse upon Jesus as my righteousness; and ask you both forgive me and liberate 
me. I want to glorify you and enjoy you—more than ever. By the power of the Holy Spirit, help me to find my 
deepest satisfaction, joy, and peace in knowing, loving, and serving Jesus. So very Amen I pray, in his 
magnificent and merciful name. 
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