
 
The purpose of this guide is to help you continue your worship throughout the week – slowly and carefully looking 
back on Sunday’s service and considering what was read, sung, prayed and preached more deeply – with an eye 
towards devotion and application. 
Call to Worship - Luke 1:46-50 - Our souls magnify the Lord! Our souls rejoice in God our Savior! The Mighty One 
has done great things for us! Holy is God’s name! 
In this passage, Mary is delighting in the impending birth of her savior - his impending birth to her! In what ways do 
Mary’s hopes still echo in your hopes for what Jesus will do? 
Song: Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings  
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die:  
How has Jesus already begun to heal the world and heal you? Spend a few minutes contemplating all the glory that 
Jesus laid aside in order to do this, and give thanks that His healing work is not complete! 
Song: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny  
From depths of Hell Thy people save and give them victory o’er the grave  
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, o Israel 
In what way could this song be sung before Jesus came to earth for the first time? How do we sing it differently as we 
await His return? 
Song: Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery 
Come behold the wondrous mystery in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven’s praises robed in frail humanity 
The frailty of the infant and human Jesus is hard to comprehend. Remember that Jesus was not the first or only 
“incarnation” as people understood it. For example, as one author points out, Egyptians believed Pharaoh to be the 
incarnation of the Sun God. But notice how these incarnations differ. Give thanks for the humility of Jesus.  
Scripture Reading - 1 Samuel 15 - How does this passage help explain the animosity between Mordecai and Haman 
in our sermon passage? 
Confession of Sin - God of salvation, in Christ you have done great things and our hearts are filled with joy.  By your 
power you lifted us out of the wasteland of sin and brought us with joy and laughter into your kingdom.  Salvation is 
your gift to us, but we confess that often we try to replace your gift with our own efforts.  We try to complete what is 
already perfect.  We try to add to what is already full.  We try to earn what we already have.  Forgive us our 
foolishness.  Help us to focus on your grace. Help us to live grateful lives in return. For Jesus’ sake alone we pray, 
Amen.   
Where have you seen your own “self-salvation” projects at work this week? How will you be tempted in the week ahead 
to rely more on yourself than on your God? 
Assurance of God’s Forgiveness – Isaiah 40:1-2 - Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the 
Lord's hand double for all her sins. 
The Book of Isaiah is very clear about the sin of God’s people. But still, He offers hope and comfort. Are you broken 
over your sin? God speaks tenderly to you. Your iniquity is pardoned.  
Confession of Faith (from Heidelberg Catechism) - Q: What do you understand by the providence of God? A: 
Providence is the almighty and ever present power of God by which He upholds, as with His hand, heaven and earth 
and all creatures, and so rules them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful and lean years, food and drink, 
health and sickness, prosperity and poverty - all things, in fact, come to us not by chance but from His fatherly hand. 
The idea of providence is especially important in the Book of Esther, as God is never mentioned. Instead, He works 
through circumstances and through sinful people to accomplish his purpose. Can you remember a time in your life 
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when God seemed silent, and yet now you can see that He was working? There may be times that it is still unclear how 
He was/is working. Know that He is.  
Song: Be Still, My Soul 
Be still my soul the hour is hastening on when we shall be forever with the Lord 
When disappointment grief and fear are gone sorrow forgot love's purest joys restored 
2018 is almost over. What disappointments and griefs have you suffered this year? What do you fear about 2019? 
Bring these things to your Father - they are real sufferings, but they will not last forever.  
Sermon Passage: Esther 2:19-3:15  

● Who are some other Hamans throughout the Bible and throughout history?  
● Unlike some terror plots, where an army is dispatched to inflict pain on a people group, this plot calls for 

neighbor to rise up against neighbor. It calls for complicity. How have you seen this in history, both global 
and American? What are some ways we can be tempted towards complicity in evil today? 

● How does this passage continue to paint a picture of King Ahasuerus? What words would you use to 
describe him here? 

● The proposed date of the massacre is the day before the slaying of the Passover lamb. What thoughts would 
this have triggered among the Jewish people?  

● As we have said, God is not mentioned in the Book of Esther. How do we see His providence, which we 
confessed in our confession of faith, in this section of Esther? How does this comfort you? 

● Who did Jesus enrage? How does this passage show us the greatness of Jesus? 
Song: Hallelujah, What a Savior (Christmas) - This is our song of the month and we plan to sing it each week in 
December. 
Gift of gifts in manger laid, hope of men no more delayed 
God the Just, His love displayed, hallelujah what a Savior! 
It’s easy for us to pit God’s justice against His love, but as the Bible and this song make clear, they are not opposed. Go 
into your week knowing that God loves you, you are forgiven, and that He will one day right every injustice in your life 
and in this world. As disheartening things come up this week, go back to the incarnation and remember that God does 
not remain uninvolved.  
Closing Prayer: As we go through the second week of Advent, consider praying this prayer by Scotty Smith - based 
on Isaiah 7:11-14. 
Dear heavenly Father, the Scriptures we typically read during Advent underscore how little of your goodness I 
actually “get.” Beyond measure are your mercies; beyond understanding is your grace; beyond conception is your 
love. 
For instance, I love the Advent promise of “Immanuel”—the coming of the Messiah reveals you to be a God who is 
with us. Yet today I realize you gave this great hope in full view of your people’s unfaithfulness, unbelief, and 
unrighteousness. There is nothing is us that deserves the compassion, kindness, and nearness you give us so fully 
in Jesus. 
It was a time of local and international crisis, and King Ahaz had every opportunity to repent and rely on you. You 
sent Isaiah with words of opportunity and hope to him; but he refused. Feigning piety, King Ahaz remained addicted 
to his illusion of control and self-sufficiency—just like I’m too prone to do. That’s why the promise of Immanuel is so 
precious to me. Though I want to be my own deliverer, I can’t and I won’t. I need what you alone give us, by grace 
Indeed, Father, in the gospel, you’ve proven yourself to be a God who is not only with us, but a God who is so very 
much for us. Your love for us isn’t merely unconditional; it’s contra-conditional—for you’ve met every condition 
necessary to make us your beloved people and eternal delight. Hallelujah, so many times over. 
Father, unlike Ahaz, I don’t have the Assyrian army outside my door threatening my existence, but I do have no small 
number of challenges in front of me this Advent season. As I trust you for my forgiveness and righteousness; so I 
purpose to rely on you for everything I need to live and love to your glory. 
May I boast in my weakness, delight in Jesus and rely upon you—the God who does the impossible. So very Amen I 
pray, with gratitude and expectancy, in Jesus’ near and grace-full name. 
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