
 
The purpose of this guide is to help you continue your worship throughout the week – slowly and carefully looking 
back on Sunday’s service and considering what was read, sung, prayed and preached more deeply – with an eye 
towards devotion and application. 
Call to Worship - Psalm 146:5-9 - Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving.  Let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the 
people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
This passage shows how worship combines both joy and reverence. Joyful noises accompanied by kneeling down. 
Ask God to help you and MPC grow in both joy and reverence as we worship Him.  
Song: Holy, Holy Holy 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee / Perfect in power, in love, and purity 
RC Sproul wrote an article on “The Holy Love of God,” saying, “His love is absolutely flawless, having no selfishness, 
wickedness, or sin mixed in with it. God’s love is not ordinary or profane. It is a majestic, sacred love that goes far 
beyond anything creatures can manifest. No shadow of evil covers the brightness of the pure glory of the love of God.” 
Give thanks that God’s holiness is not opposed to God’s love. His perfect love is part of His holiness. 
Song: Rejoice in All Your Works - This is our “song of the month” and we plan to sing it every week in November. 
Every tree that thirsts for rain,  Every bird that seeks its nest,  Every heart that waits in hope to be made glad— 
Jesus reminds us that, as God provides for all of His creation, “how much more” will He provide for His very children 
whom He loves? One of His provisions is for our joy - which we may or may not be experiencing much of right now. 
This week, notice all the ways that God provides through His creation, and be reminded “how much more” He will 
provide for your joy and gladness - in part now, and in full when Jesus returns.  
Song: Grace 
Your grace that reaches far and wide / To every tribe and nation 
Has called my heart to enter in / The joy of Your salvation 
We are at a point in our study of Acts where we see just how far and wide God’s grace indeed reaches - even to the 
Gentiles, which was shocking in the historical context. Consider some of the ways God expanded his grace to you - 
through family? Friends? A preacher? Give thanks for the means He used (and uses)  to extend this grace to you. 
Confession of Sin - Almighty and most merciful Father, we are thankful that your mercy is higher than the heavens, 
wider than our wanderings, deeper than all our sin.  Forgive our careless attitudes toward your purposes, our refusal 
to relieve the suffering of others, our envy of those who have more than we have, our obsession with creating a life 
of constant pleasure, our indifference to the treasures of heaven, our neglect of your wise and gracious law.  Help us 
to change our way of life so that we may desire what is good, love what you love, and do what you command, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
What are the avenues you employ to “create a life of constant pleasure?” - Your phone? Your savings account? Ask 
God to loosen your grip on these things so that you will have more margin to be attentive to and respond to the 
sufferings of others. 
Assurance of God’s Forgiveness – Ephesians 2:8-9 - For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
What are the things you do that, in your mind, make you a “good Christian”? Giving? Serving at church? Be reminded 
that every single thing you have is a gift of God - and this is good news because it means your salvation is safe and 
secure in Him.  
Confession of Faith (from Westminster Shorter Catechism) - What is Justification? Justification is an act of God’s 
free grace in which he pardons all our sins and accepts us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to us and received by faith alone. 
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What is Adoption? Adoption is an act of God’s free grace by which we are received into the number and have a right 
to all the privileges of the sons of God 
What is Sanctification? Sanctification is the work of God's free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man 
after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness 
The first two answers use the word “act” while the third uses the word “work”? What is the significance of this? 
Song: Rock of Ages 
Not the labor of my hands Can fulfill Thy law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow, 
All could never sin erase, Thou must save, and save by grace. 
Are you sensing a theme to this service? Our human hearts default to trying to earn our way into God’s good graces. 
Reflect on the lyrics of this song - even if you worked hard forever, even if your zeal never took a break, even if you 
wept forever over your sin, it would do you know good. But your salvation comes from the outside - from Jesus only.  
Sermon Passage: Acts 15:1-35 

● What do you notice about how the church decided this case? What was the governmental structure? What is 
the wisdom in this? 

● What are some ways you have experienced someone adding to the law of God in the past? Are there ways 
you have tried to enforce extrabiblical codes on others? 

● Peter is the one who really stands up for the Gentiles here, but later in the Bible we find out he was not living 
up to what he said, avoiding the Gentiles. What does this teach us about the Christian walk? 

● The church is making sure that nothing is added as an obstacle to keep the Gentiles from full inclusion. What 
do you think might some of the obstacles could be at Meadowcroft for outsiders? Political preferences? 
Cultural ideas? Other things? How can we make sure we aren’t putting unnecessary obstacles in the way for 
visitors and seekers (understanding that the Gospel itself will be offensive to many)? 

● How are the apostles and elders, in this section, continuing the work that Jesus started? 
Closing Song: All I Have is Christ 
Now, Lord, I would be Yours alone and live so all might see 
The strength to follow Your commands could never come from me 
The point of God’s grace is not simply forgiveness, but to make us more like Jesus, starting in this life. What does it 
look like this week to respond to God’s grace, belonging to Him alone? Where has He called you to be a light for Him? 
Closing Prayer: Consider closing your time with this prayer from Scotty Smith about our proclivity towards legalism. 
Dear Jesus, how I praise you for showing me the difference between doing all things for the sake of the gospel, and doing 
all things just to ease my guilt and fuel my pride. The difference is enormous. 
For too long I believed that by my doing I could intensify your loving; that by my obedience I could earn more of your 
blessings; that by my good works I could deserve less hard things in life. The recovering performer and residual legalist in 
me still defaults to that foolish way of thinking, so I praise you for the ongoing teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit. I praise 
you for showing me more about living in line with the truth of the gospel (Gal. 2:14). I praise you for all the freedoms you 
have won for us, including the freedom to obey you from our hearts. 
Thank you for setting us free from a wage-earning view of salvation and obedience. We run for a crown; we don’t work for 
a paycheck, and, ultimately, every crown will be laid at your feet, Jesus, for you have earned our salvation for us; you 
deserve every crown. It’s what you have already done for us that enables us to serve you as a beloved Bride, not a fearful 
slave. Though our obedience demonstrates our love for you (John 14:15), it merits absolutely nothing—zilch, nada, zero. 
Thank you for setting us free from beating ourselves up out of shame, or bloating ourselves up out of pride. We now train 
ourselves for godliness, not acceptance. As we bring our appetites and bodies in submission to the gospel (1Tim. 4:7-8), 
you free us for fruitful discipleship. Forgive us when we are more disciplined out of vanity than out of a commitment to 
grow as your disciples. 
Jesus, you won the ultimate prize for us by your life of perfect obedience—even obedience to death upon the cross (Phil. 
2:1-11). Only this gospel—this good news qualifies us to “share in the inheritance of the saints in light” (Col. 1:12). We do 
not fear losing our salvation, but do let us grieve the ways we misrepresent you and “fritter away” this one short life you’ve 
given us. Show us how to do all things for the sake of the gospel, by the grace and truth of the gospel, for the ultimate 
goal of the gospel—your glory. So very Amen we pray, in your holy and loving name. 
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